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Reply to Office Action of April 13, 2010 

IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A fastening structure in which a first member and a 
second member are mutually connected by a fastening member including a threaded portion, 
wherein 

the first member is formed with a tubular projecting portion which raises from one 
surface of the first member toward the second member and inwardly defines a hollow 
portion, 

the second member is formed with a hole in which the tubular projecting portion is 
inserted, 

the threaded portion of the fastening member includes an outer diameter larger than a 
minimum inside diameter of the hollow portion of the tubular projecting portion and smaller 
than a hole diameter of the second member, 

the threaded portion is screwed into the hollow portion of the tubular projecting 
portion inserted into the hole of the second member, 

the tubular projecting portion is formed with a radially expanded portion by 
expanding the tubular projecting portion radially and outwardly by screwing the threaded 
portion, the radially expanded portion being formed by a leading end of the tubular projecting 
portion projecting from the hole of the second member being deformed and 

the first member and the second member are mutually fastened in a state where an 
outer circumference surface of the radially expanded portion abuts on a peripheral wall of the 
hole of the second member to coyer an opening edge portion of the hole of the second 
member, as the threaded portion is screwed into the hollow portion of the tubular projecting 
portion , 
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wherein the hollow portion defined by the tubular projecting portion is a hollow 
portion whose both ends are open, penetrating the first member in its through-thickness 
direction, and 

wherein a base end portion of the tubular projecting portion of the first member is 
formed with a recess portion for controlling an increase of torque required for screwing the 
fastening member. 

Claim 2 (Canceled). 

Claim 3 (Previously Presented): The fastening structure according to claim 1, 
wherein at least one slit is formed from a leading end of the tubular projecting portion toward 
a base end thereof. 

Claim 4 (Original): The fastening structure according to claim 3, wherein the slit 
extends from the base end of the tubular projecting portion to the one surface of the first 
member. 

Claim 5 (Previously Presented): The fastening structure according to claim 1, 
wherein the radially expanded portion of the first member is pressed onto the peripheral wall 
of the hole of the second member without remaining a space between the radially expanded 
portion and the peripheral wall of the hole of the second member. 

Claim 6 (Canceled). 
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Claim 7 (Previously Presented): The fastening structure according to claim 1, 
wherein the recess portion is defined by a radially increased portion of an inside diameter of 
the tubular projecting portion. 

Claim 8 (Original): The fastening structure according to claim 7, wherein the radially 
increased portion includes a uniform bore diameter in an axis line direction of the tubular 
projecting portion. 

Claim 9 (Withdrawn): The fastening structure according to claim 1, wherein a 
leading end of the tubular projecting portion is located in the hole of the second member and 
does not project from an other surface of the second member located in an opposite side of 
one surface of the second member facing to the one surface of the first member. 

Claim 10 (Withdrawn): The fastening structure according to claim 1, wherein a 
leading end of the tubular projecting portion projects to an outward of the second member 
from an other surface of the second member located in an opposite side of one surface of the 
second member facing to the one surface of the first member, and an outer diameter in the 
projecting portion is larger than a bore diameter of the hole of the second member. 

Claim 1 1 (Previously Presented): The fastening structure according to claim 1, 
wherein the fastening member includes a flange portion at one end of the threaded portion, 
the threaded portion is screwed into the tubular projecting portion from a leading end of the 
tubular projecting portion such that the flange portion is located in an other surface side of the 
second member located in an opposite side of one surface of the second member facing to the 
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one surface of the first member, and the second member is whereby sandwiched between the 
flange portion of the fastening member and the one surface of the first member. 

Claim 12 (Withdrawn): The fastening structure according to claim 11, wherein the 
leading end of the tubular projecting portion projects to an outward of the second member 
from the other surface of the second member, an outer diameter in the projecting portion is 
larger than a bore diameter of the hole of the second member, and the projecting portion is 
sandwiched between the flange portion and the other surface of the second member. 

Claim 13 (Original): The fastening structure according to claim 11, wherein the 
leading end of the tubular projecting portion projects to an outward of the second member 
from the other surface of the second member, an outer diameter in the projecting portion is 
larger than a bore diameter of the hole of the second member, and the flange portion is 
formed with a concave portion for accepting the projecting portion of the tubular projecting 
portion. 

Claim 14 (Original) The fastening structure according to claim 13, wherein a closed 
space is formed by the concave portion of the flange portion and the other surface of the 
second member on which the flange portion abuts. 

Claims 15-23 (Canceled). 
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